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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim1-11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sturgeon et 
al (Patent Number US 6,064,385). 

Regarding claim 1 and 10-11, Sturgeon et al (hereinafter Sturgeon) anticipates an 
information reproducing apparatus for reproducing contents information comprising: a 
menu displaying device for displaying a menu including selectable setting information 
relating to a reproduction of the contents information (see figure4 element 418); an 
operating device for an input operation (see figure3 element 325); an retaining device 
for retaining, as input operation information, information to identify the input operation to 
select or set the selectable setting information included in the menu(see figure4 element 
406); and an automatic input operating device for executing automatically the input 
operation to select or set the selectable setting information, on the basis of the input 
operation information that the retaining device retains(see figure4 and column7 Iine36- 
40). 
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Regarding claim2, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a menu display recognizing device for 
recognizing a fact that the menu displaying device displays the menu, wherein the 
retaining device records, as input operation information, information to identify the input 
operation that is given when the menu display recognizing device recognizes the fact 
that the menu displaying device displays the menu (see figure4 element 404 and 
column7 line36-40). 

Regarding claim 3, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a menu display recognizing device for 
recognizing a fact that the menu displaying device displays the menu, wherein the 
automatic input operating device executes automatically the input operation, when the 
menu display-recognizing device recognizes the fact that the menu-displaying device 
displays the menu (see figure4 element 404 and column8 line50-59). 

Regarding claim4, Sturgeon anticipates The information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the operating device includes an input operating 
mechanism for the input operation, and the retaining device retains, as the input 
operation information, both of information to identify the input operating mechanism 
used for the input operation and information to indicate a condition of the input operation 
(see figure2 element 228 and figure3 element 325). 
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Regarding claim5, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the operating device includes an output device for 
outputting an operating command corresponding to the input operation, and the 
retaining device retains, as the input operation information, the operating command that 
is outputted from the output device (see figure4 RCSP provides remote control 
messages to a message window). 

Regarding claim6, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the menu displaying device includes a display with a 
displaying screen (see figure3 display monitor); and a button indicating device for 
indicating each button corresponding to the selectable setting information at certain 
points on the displaying screen of the display, and the retaining device retains, as the 
input operation information, both of information to identify the button corresponding to 
the selectable setting information that is selected or set through the input operation via 
the input device and information to indicate the button status at the input operation( see 
figure 5A and 5B and column8 line50-59). 

Regarding claim7, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the retaining device retains, as the input operation 
information, information to indicate directly the selectable setting information that is 
selected or set through the input operation via the input device (see column3 Iine65- 
column4 Iine1-19). 
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Regarding claim8, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the retaining device retains, as the input operation 
information, an executing command assigned to the selectable setting information that 
is selected or set through the input operation via the input device (see column7 line 26- 
39). 

Regarding claim9, Sturgeon anticipates the information reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a reading device for reading the contents 
information from a recording medium to reproduce the contents information recorded in 
the recording medium, wherein the retaining device retains, in addition to the input 
operation information, recording-medium-identifying information to identify the recording 
medium on which the input operation in relation to the input operation information is 
performed (see figure5 element 502). 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The cited references relate to optical disc reproducing apparatus: US 6,429,879 
and 6,493506. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 
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571-270-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, alternate 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571 ) 272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-7^91 9^(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



